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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9796 

CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 1992 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPDC, GT, PINT 

SUB J : CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT-ELECT LUCAS 

REF: STATE 0861 16 

1 . WE SUGGEST THAT IT MIGHT BE PREFERABLE TO DELAY DELIVERY 

OF CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO GENERAL LUCAS PENDING OUTCOME 
OF STRING OF LEGAL APPEALS FILED BY MLN TO VOID THE 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 

2. ON MARCH 31 COURT REJECTED MLN'S AMPARA (INJUNCTION) SUIT 
ON PROCEDURAL GROUNDS. HOWEVER, MLN HAS GIVEN NOTICE IT WILL 
SOON FILE A "RECURSO DE CONSTITUCIONALIDAD" (CHALLENGE ON 
CONSTITUTIONAL GROUNDS). PARTY HAS DECLARED THIS WOULD BE 
"LAST RESORT" TO OVERTURN THE ELECTION RESULT IN THE COURTS. 

3. ALTHOUGH FURTHER APPEAL HAS NO BETTER CHANCE OF PROSPERING 
THAN THE PRECEDING ONES, WE ARE INCLINED TO VIEW PROPRIETIES 
AND POLITICS OF THE SITUATION AS COUNSELING US TO REFRAIN FROM 
APPEARING TO INSERT OURSELVES AT THIS JUNCTURE. WHENEVER IT 

IS DELIVERED, LUCAS CAMP CAN BE EXPECTED TO SEIZE UPON PRESI- 
DENT CARTER'S MESSAGE TO REINFORCE "LEGITIMACY" OF LUCAS 
TRIUMPH. IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE IF PUBLICATION OF PREDI- 
DENT'S MESSAGE WERE TO COINCIDE, FOR INSTANCE, WITH 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT GUATEMALAN SUPREME COURT WAS ENTERTAINING A 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GUATEM 01992 042304Z 

FURTHER LEGAL CHALLENGE BY THE MLN. WE NOTE THAT TO DATE THE 
CONGRATULATIONS OF NO OTHER GOVERNMENTS HAVE RECEIVED 
PUBLICITY, ALTHOUGH DOUBTLESS THERE HAVE BEEN SOME. WE OUR 
SELVES HAVE PUT OFF HIGH-LEVEL CONTACT WITH THE NEW LEADERSHIP 
UNTIL THERE IS GREATER CERTAINTY THAT LEGAL PROCEDURES HAVE 
RUN THEIR COURSE. 
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4. IF, AFTER A WEEK OR SO, MLN HAS NOT FILED ITS "FINAL" 

APPEAL, WE WOULD SUGGEST TAKING ANOTHER LOOK AT POSTPONEMENT, 

RECOGNIZING THAT INDEFINITE DELAY WOULD NOT BE IN OUR BEST 
INTEREST. 

5. REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS. 

BOSTER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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